
Clay Tobacco Pipe making in Gateshead 

An unusual trade, the manufacture of clay tobacco pipes, was carried on 
in Gateshead. In fact, the town was a centre for clay pipe making, 
although this industry did not employ many men.  
 
Smoking was widespread in England by 1600 and although the first 
recorded mention of a pipemaker in Gateshead is 1646 in the burial 
register of St Mary's it is probable that this person, William Sewell, had 
been in business for some years.  
 
The peak of clay pipe production in the area was the nineteenth century 
when growth in population increased the demand for pipes; there were 
ten pipe-makers in Gateshead in 1838 but there were also many amateurs, 
such as publicans, who made pipes. 
 
 

 
 
G. Stonehouse Pipemakers, King William Street, Gateshead 1935 
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